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Kang The artist personifies trees and rocks: branches

Tian-wang resemble blood vessels, while wild grasses and vines
intertwine with stones. Ginger lilies, balsams, morning
glories, and inch plants populate his canvas. Birds,
butterflies, and snails carry trailing vines that weave
the space together, their curved, flowing lines evoking
rhythm and order. In this meditative world, multicolored
blossoms flourish, embodying the tenacity of life
and the illumination of wisdom. A precise sense of
order, imbued with agility and grace, points toward a
philosophical state of mind.

1 Soaring Over Yingge Rock
Acrylicon canvas | 130X110cm | 2019

2 Affection for Guishan
Acrylicon canvas | 130X210cm | 2018

3 Beyond Still Time and Space
Acrylicon canvas | 130X260cm | 2015

4 Yangming’s Majestic Ascent
Acrylicon canvas | 130X194cm | 2015

5 Earthin Tender Hands
Acrylicon canvas | 130X130cm | 2020

1-5 Courtesy of the artist

The Reflection of Nature: Hu Dar-Far & Kang Tian-Wang Duo Exhibition
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Kang
Tian-wang

Kang Tian-wang resumed painting in his late fifties.
His early work centers on a bird’s-eye view of Taiwan’s
terrain, as well as a close-up of water splashes
and rocks in the streams. The often-overlooked
wildflowers, plants, and river stones exude pristine
vitality. This body of work is characterized by clear
streams and the white, dynamic flow of water, framed
by stones large and small, verdant mountains, yellow
earth, and grasslands. Rendered in a realistic style, his
subjects are often simplified through shape, color, and
dot: a steady stone represented by a single dot, while
water relentlessly flows forward, an epiphany inspired
by nature revealing the universal truth.

6 Mountain Shuttling
Acrylic on cardboard | 72.5X100cm | 2005

7 Coast Love, Taiwan Spirit
Acrylicon canvas | 130X162cm | 2009

8 Three Red Dots on the Green |
Acrylicon canvas | 97X130cm | 2008

6-8 Courtesy of the artist

The Reflection of Nature: Hu Dar-Far & Kang Tian-Wang Duo Exhibition
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Kang Nature has long been the artist’s inspiration. His
Tian-wang practice revolves around Taiwan’s landscape, which

becomes a contemporary tribute to Mother Earth
through reflection and meditation. With age and
declining health, his artistic style transcends mere
representation. In his continued contemplation of
nature, he simplifies intricate lines, guiding the viewer
toward peaceful introspection. Calm serenity pervades
his mind, where he becomes one with all sentient
beings.

9 Dancing Branches
Acrylicon canvas | 130X110cm | 2019

10 Meeting in the Forest
Acrylicon canvas | 130X220cm | 2020

11 A Natural Pair
Acrylicon canvas | 110X130cm | 2024

12 Returning to the Nest
Acrylicon canvas | 110X130cm | 2023

13 Whimsical Reverie
Acrylicon canvas | 110X130cm | 2023

14 Homebound, Avenue of Art
Acrylicon canvas | 130X180cm | 2023

15 Seeking the Path
Acrylicon canvas | 130X180cm | 2023

9-15 Courtesy of the artist

The Reflection of Nature: Hu Dar-Far & Kang Tian-Wang Duo Exhibition
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Hu Dar-far At sixty, the self-taught artist began a remarkable
practice: cutting small colored fragments from recycled
cans with tin snips and hammering them onto wooden
panels, layer by layer, in a collage-like arrangement.
This meticulous process creates a distinctive pointillist
effect, with tiny color pieces that shift in intensity
from near to far, particularly striking in compositions of
distant mountains or aerial views of the sea. Seen from
different perspectives, the works transform visually,
breathing new life and meaning into the humble metal

fragments and nails.

A Panoramic View of Jiufen Sea Wave

Mixed media @ Mixed media @
36X182cm 42X56cm

2000 2012

The Mountain Town of Jiufen Dong‘ao Fenniaolin
Mixed media @ Mixed media @

46 X 174cm 40X50cm

2000 2024

Jiufen Together in Flight
Mixed media @ Mixed media @
104x104cm / each, 3 in total 39X150cm

2021

Mixed media @ : iron, aluminum, metal scrap on wood panel
Mixed media @ : iron, aluminum, polyester, metal scrap on PVC foam board

1-6 Courtesy of the artist

The Reflection of Nature: Hu Dar-Far & Kang Tian-Wang Duo Exhibition
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Hu Dar-far The artist has a passion for travel, with a sketchbook
always tucked away in his backpack. He habitually
records what he sees along the way, using these
drawings as source material for later paintings. In 2008,
he collaborated with a musician to complete the album
Songs of Old Jiufen. The track list includes pieces such
as Trolley Man, Masseur and Peddling. He wrote the
lyrics for these songs, which document Jiufen’s gold
rush era and everyday life in Taiwanese and Han poetry.
The swoosh of handcars rushing past, the whistle of
a masseur, the clacking of a tinker’s iron castanets:
these sounds, etched in his memory, resurface years
later in the strike of his hammer on wooden panels, as
his nail paintings emerge.

7 Songs of Old Jiufen
Music album.
Nail painting and lyrics: Hu Dar-far
Composition, arrangement, and production: Kao Hsien-chih
Recording, mixing, and postproduction: Huang Yu-can
13tracks | 2015

8 Masseur

Mixed media( iron, aluminum, metal scrap on wood panel)
33.5X46cm | 2007

9 Sketches and Studies
Paper, pencil, water-based pen, ballpoint pen, marker, and watercolor.
Display wall: 25X 35cm / each, 7 in total; the inscription on the back of the
drawing is a reproduced rendering.
Display case: 17 X476¢cm / each, 2 in total

7-9 Courtesy of the artist

The Reflection of Nature: Hu Dar-Far & Kang Tian-Wang Duo Exhibition
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Hu Dar-far

The artist’s subjects pivot around the sociocultural

milieu of Jiufen in days past: handcars winding through

the mountain town, colorful quilts and blankets drying

on rooftops, peddlers hawking along the mountain

road, and the sun-bathed golden town itself. One

hammer strike at a time, he conjures the hometown as

he remembers it, suffused with a yearning for Jiufen’s

bygone days.

10 Spring Glow
Mixed media @
46X 68cm / each, 3 in total
2000

Sketches and Studies
Paper, pastel | 25X35cm

11 Peddler Il: The Peddler of
Daganlin
Mixed media @ | 68 X83cm
1998

Sketches and Studies
Paper, pencil, water-based pen,
watercolor | 25X35cm

The inscription on the back

of the drawing is reproduced
rendering.

12 Water Carrier in the Rain
Mixed media @
130X 194cm | 1998

13 Handcars in Mountain Town
Mixed media @
84X 127cm | 2021

14 Golden Mountain Town:
Watching the Sea (top);
Stacked Houses (middle);
Gazing at the Mountains
(bottom)

Mixed media @
31X122cm / each, 3 in total
2025

15 Golden Mountain Town
Mixed media @
60.5X60.5cm / each, 2 in total
2025

Mixed media @ : iron, aluminum, metal scrap on wood panel
Mixed media @ : iron, aluminum, metal scrap on PVC foam board

10- 12, 14, 15 Courtesy of the artist; 13 Collection of New Taipei City Art Museum

The Reflection of Nature: Hu Dar-Far & Kang Tian-Wang Duo Exhibition
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Hu Dar-far Memories of Jiufen’s rustic mountain town are not
the only motifs in his work; his keen observation of
the modernized urbanscape is equally integral to his
artistic vision. Smoking chimneys of industrial factories
and drifting clouds scattered across the skyline, the
majestic sight of colossal ships entering the port,
the cluster of signs at hot spring entrances, Taiwan’s
distinctive tin roofs. Each scene comes tellingly to life
under his hammer, crystallizing his ability to convey
humanity in metal.

16 Morning Sun and Sprouts 20 Great Ship Arrives
Mixed media @ Mixed media @
64X79cm | 1999 100X101cm | 2018

17 In memory of Jiufen 21 Thriving Prosperity
Elementary Mixed media @
Mixed media @ 53X73cm | 2023
64x79¢m | 1999 22 Canna Lily Beckons

18 Hot Spring Entrance Mixed mediaMixed media @
Mixed media @ 69X 94.5cm | 2023
66> 81cm | 2006 23 Lunding, Jiufen
Sketches and Studies Mixed mediaMixed media @
Paper, water-based pen, color 69X945cm | 2023
marker | 25X35cm

24 Rooftops

19 Giant Crane at Sea Mixed media @

Mixed media @ 130X 194cm | 2023

68X 83cm | 2010

Mixed media @ : iron, aluminum, metal scrap on wood panel
Mixed media @ : iron, aluminum, metal scrap on PVC foam board

16-24 Courtesy of the artist

The Reflection of Nature: Hu Dar-Far & Kang Tian-Wang Duo Exhibition






